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MOROCCO WEST EXCLUSIVE OVERVIEW 

From the coast, through the hustle and bustle of Marrakech 
before heading into the beautiful Atlas Mountains, this trip has 
it all! Explore the real Morocco whilst getting stuck into thrilling 
drives over dunes and through river beds and incredible 
canyons, knowing that at the end of a dusty day you'll be 
relaxing in the best boutique hotels, Bedouin tents and quaint 
auberges, sampling delicious local cuisine. 

Our 4×4 Morocco West Exclusive adventure is one of the most 
colourful, stunning and exhilarating trips that we run. If you've 
never visited this vibrant country before you will be left in awe 
of the vast landscapes and towering mountain ranges as well as 
the excellent off roading opportunities it has to offer!  

We’re with you from the rendezvous point in the UK and throughout the whole tour until we return to British soil. 
We take care of all bookings, ferries and border controls so all you need to do is enjoy the drive and experience 
Morocco. At all times you will be under the guidance of our expert team who will ensure that, no matter what crops 
up, you and your vehicle will remain safe.  

Our first stop takes us to Chefchaouen, the famous blue town, before heading along the coast to a beautiful hotel 
with ocean views where you'll enjoy a spectacular sunset from the rooftop terrace. From here we drive to 
Marrakech where you'll get to experience the famous souk and soak up the smells, sights and sounds of this 
fascinating city, or simply relax by the pool.  

We then journey south into real Morocco along one of the best mountain roads in the world continuing into the 
High Atlas Mountains, down river beds and along incredible canyons, passing Berber camps, small villages and oases 
along the way. And of course, what trip to Morocco would be complete without some sand dune driving!  

  



 

 

DAY BY DAY ITINERARY 
16 nights/17 days 

Day 1 - FERRY PORTSMOUTH TO SANTANDER  
We meet at Portsmouth for the evening ferry to Santander which is a great chance to spend the evening and the 
following day relaxing and getting to know each other and also avoids the long drive down through France. The ferry 
and cabins are included in the price; if you would like to upgrade to luxury suites, please contact us after booking. 

DAY 2 - SANTANDER TO SALAMANCA 
You have arrived in Spain! We now head off in convoy to spend the night in Salamanca, usually arriving at around 
8.30pm. Salamanca is the jewel of Northern Spain and there is a chance to eat in the beautiful city centre after a day 
of travelling. 

DAY 3 - CROSSING SPAIN AND INTO MOROCCO 
On Sunday morning we are on the road by 8am to arrive in Algeciras by late afternoon to check in for the ferry to 
Morocco. We use the fast ferry to Ceuta, a Spanish enclave in Morocco. The crossing takes two hours giving you time 
to relax and enjoy the views. After disembarking we head to our overnight stop at the Parador de Ceuta. 

DAY 4 - CEUTA TO MOULAY BOUSSELHAM VIA CHEFCHAOUEN 
After enjoying your first Moroccan style breakfast we drive to Chefchaouen, the famous blue town, where we have 
lunch and explore its meandering, cobbled streets. Then it's on to Vilabea in Moulay Bousselham on the Atlantic 
Coast via an extremely winding road! The hotel is on the beach with luxury rooms and fabulous food. We 
recommend starting your morning on the terrace to see the sun rise over the ocean. 

DAY 5 - MOULAY BOUSSELHAM TO MARRAKECH 
After breakfast and the sunrise, we take a steady ride along the main Moroccan motorway to stop for lunch and 
your first opportunity to have a traditional tagine. Early in the evening, we arrive at Le Relais de Marrakech, one of 
the overlanding centres of the world where you can hit the town to watch the sun go down in the famous El Fna 
Square or relax by the pool. 

DAY 6 - MARRAKECH 
Today is our first rest day with the opportunity to spend it relaxing by the pool or to head into Marrakech and 
explore the city. If you want to go into the city we will be available to accompany you and provide all the guidance 
you need to make the most of your visit. 

DAY 7 - MARRAKECH TO TALIOUINE VIA THE TIZI-N-TEST PASS 
The Atlas Mountains loom ahead as we travel towards the Tizi-n-Test pass, driving through villages into the 
mountains and towards Taliouine, the saffron capital of the world. We climb to 2,093 metres and travel along one of 
the world's most spectacular roads with panoramic views. We spend two nights at the Auberge Toubkal, the best 
accommodation in the area. Although basic, the rooms are all ensuite, clean and the food is excellent. 

DAY 8 - HIGH ATLAS MOUNTAINS 
At the start of the day we visit the local bakery to get bread, pastries and water before heading off with Mount 
Toubkal as our backdrop, into the High Atlas Mountains where we have a picnic at 7,300ft. Following lunch, we 



 

 

return to Taliouine and spend the afternoon travelling the tracks through small mountain villages where we will 
encounter the brightly-coloured regional clothing, typical of the area. 

DAY 9 - TALIOUINE TO TATA 
We start on tarmac, but we soon hit the mountain tracks as we head into incredible dry river beds and vast canyons 
which open out into wide plains. We’ll pass Berber camps on the way to Tata, a basic border town. Our 
accommodation is an auberge built into the ruins on the hillside overlooking the Parma trees. This is authentic 
Morocco and very much off the beaten track! 

DAY 10 - TATA TO TAFRAOUTE 
We head into the open plains with expansive views for miles around, with the mountains in the distance turning 
from light to dark red as the day unfold. We drive down a river bed in a stunning gorge and through remote villages, 
before heading to a luscious oasis. We end our day in the bustling town of Tafraoute and stay in a beautiful 
Moroccan hotel, eating our supper in a nearby Bedouin tent. 

DAY 11 - TAFRAOUTE TO TAROUDANT  
We have two nights in Tafraoute and spend the morning exploring tracks in the area including a visit to the blue 
rocks, painted by an eccentric Belgian artist, and the ‘Gorges d’Ait Manour’. This leaves the afternoon free to explore 
and shop in Tafraoute – this is the area of Morocco where pointed shoes are made, so an ideal opportunity to pick 
up souvenirs! 

DAY 12 - TAROUDANT TO ESSAOUIRA  
This is a day spent mainly on tarmac as we travel to Essaouira, a famous walled fishing village port on the Atlantic 
which has to be seen to be believed! We'll also take a detour for some off roading in the sand dunes. In the evening 
we watch the sun go down across the ocean from the terrace of a luxury Riad before heading to a local restaurant in 
the city. 

DAY 13 - ESSAOUIRA TO MEKNES 
We travel via Marrakech, Casablanca and Rabat to Meknes which is one of the imperial walled cities, where we stay 
overnight. Our accommodation is at the Riad Ritaj, in the heart of the Medina, which is hidden within these high 
walls. You can dine in the Riad or visit the medina for an evening meal. 

DAY 14 - VOLUBILIS TO ASILAH   
We start to head north to Volubilis, a partially excavated roman city near to the city of Meknes. The city was the 
roman capital of Mauritania and we’ll spend some time exploring before heading towards Berbari, just outside 
Asilah where we spend the night. You will be able to watch the storks making their nests in the trees as you enjoy a 
beautiful Moroccan tagine supper. 

DAY 15 - HEADING HOME BEGINS TO PLASENCIA SPAIN 
An early start is needed so we can get the earliest ferry possible from Tangers Med to Algeciras. This is a long drive, 
but the destination is worth it as Plasencia is a lovely walled market town in the Caceres area where we will spend 
our last evening. 

DAY 16 - PLASCENCIA TO SANTANDER  
We have a leisurely drive now to Santander on quiet Spanish motorways, with plenty of time to stock up on jamón 
ibérico before catching the evening ferry to Portsmouth – a chance to relax and spend time sharing memories, 



 

 

stories, photographs and addresses with the friends you’ve made on the trip. We arrive in Portsmouth around 
8.30pm the following day when we bid farewell and travel home. 

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD 
You will be staying in a mix of different accommodation from boutique hotels to Bedouin tents, auberges and riads. 
We have selected the best possible accommodation for each area, but as you can imagine, this adventure takes us 
into the wilds of Morocco which means some nights will be spent in more basic places. However, we guarantee that 
you will always have your own ensuite bathroom. 

We will be taking every opportunity to sample the local cuisine; sometimes we may need to stop to get provisions 
for a picnic lunch. 

WEATHER AND CLOTHES 
The weather conditions can vary, so we advise appropriate clothing for all types of weather. In the Atlas Mountains 
it can be very cool at night, therefore all season sleeping bags are a must! Don’t worry however, you will be able to 
sunbathe in Marrakech, so pack for the pool! 

- Summer clothes 
- Warm clothes 
- Wet weather coats 
- Sturdy boots 
- Hat and gloves, especially for the evenings  
- Cotton trousers rather than jeans, which can take a long time to dry out when wet 
- A pair of sturdy gloves may be useful for recovery or when working on your vehicle 

TERRAIN AND DRIVER ABILITY 
Intermediate difficulty of terrain with sand, rock and river bed driving as well as tracks and the opportunity for a 
beach drive! Morocco West is suitable for all driving abilities and the price includes a half day training session at 
Carlton Towers. 

VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 
Low-box, underbody protection and recovery points along with all terrain tyres plus an additional spare wheel or 
tyre and any spare parts which are specific to your 4x4.  

We advise you bring a European travel kit which includes a hi-vis jacket, breathalyser, first aid kit, warning triangle 
and head lamp converters.  

The tour guides will carry a first aid kit, recovery gear and tools. While not essential, we do advise having your 
vehicle serviced before the adventure. 

SAFETY 
We carry medical kits, our guides are all first-aid trained and we have emergency beacons to hasten location and 
evacuation in emergency situations. Lead vehicles have full recovery equipment which is tested before departure 
and we also carry a range of tools and spares. Our top priority is to keep both you and your vehicle safe at all times. 



 

 

MORE INFORMATION  
We will be in contact with you six weeks before your departure date with a full check-list of things you will need to 
prepare before your trip. You can of course contact us at any time if you have any questions. 

PRICE 
£5,995 per vehicle for this 16-night exclusive adventure.  
Our next Morocco West adventure start dates is 24 April 2020. 

INCLUDED 
- Accommodation and breakfast in Morocco and Spain - best possible accommodation for the areas 
- Driver and one passenger 
- Ferry Portsmouth to Santander  
- Ferry from Algeciras to Tanger Med  
- Professional instructors in fully equipped lead vehicles 
- All paperwork, including border control documents 
- Expert route knowledge 
- Photo book of your adventure  
- Half-day Adventure Ready Training at Carlton Towers, Yorkshire  

EXCLUDED 
- Lunch, dinner, snacks and drinks 
- Fuel 
- Motorway tolls 
- Vehicle insurance and recovery 

BOOKING 
If you would like to go ahead and book with us, please visit our website www.ardent-adventures.com to book 
online, or if you prefer to discuss any trip details or have any questions regarding your vehicle, please call us on 
01405 947001 or email us on ask@ardentoffroad.com  

OTHER ADVENTURE RECOMMENDATIONS 
We offer another Morocco trip which is camping-based – the Explorer. 
Start dates are the same as the Morocco Exclusive. We also have a recce trip planned for Tunisia in 2020. 

 

 

 

 


