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GALICIA NORTH OVERVIEW 
We travel to Galicia in February each year to take advantage of the truly challenging weather conditions that the 
north-western most part of Spain has to offer! 

Galicia is a beautiful part of Spain to visit and has some fantastic scenery and awesome driving! We get to 
experience muddy trails, eucalyptus forests, possibly snow-covered tracks and some epic rock crawls. There will be 
time to visit the famous city of Santiago de Compostela and admire the beautiful cathedral that is the final 
destination of the Camino de Santiago, a pilgrimage route that traverses Spain. Towards the end of the week we 
head to a beach near the most westerly point of the country for some fun dune bashing!  

After a hard day’s drive, it’s nice knowing that the evening will be spent relaxing by an open fire, eating tapas and 
sipping a well-deserved beer or wine before retiring to a comfy bed. 

We also offer a two-week Galicia Ultimate 4×4 adventure that combines our Galicia North and South trips to show 
you every landscape imaginable that Galicia has to offer! 

  



 

 

DAY BY DAY ITINERARY 
8 nights/9 days 

DAY 1 - FERRY PORTSMOUTH TO SANTANDER 
We meet in Portsmouth for a morning departure on the overnight ferry to Santander. During the crossing you will be 
able to relax and get to know your guides and fellow travellers - it's always nice to get everyone together for dinner 
and a few drinks in the bar. 

DAY 2 - SANTANDER TO PONTEVEDRA 
As soon as we disembark, we head to Pontevedra, which is about a five-hour road drive, for the most part following 
the Atlantic coast. We stay in the centre of Pontevedra, near the famous old town. Here we will meet up with other 
adventurers who will have just completed the first week of their two-week Galicia Ultimate trip.  

DAY 3 - PONTEVEDRA TO PADRON 
We head away from Pontevedra in the direction of Santiago de Compostela through the Eucalyptus forests of the 
region and their muddy tracks to arrive in Padron in the evening. 

DAY 4 - PADRON TO SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 
From Padron we continue our journey towards Santiago and the potentially most 'interesting' part of the trip - it's 
here that, when wet, our winch was called into action many times one year! We stop for lunch in Santiago and take 
time to visit the incredible cathedral. 

DAY 5 - TO THE COASTAL VILLAGE OF CEE 
We now head towards the Atlantic Coast, again high up into the mountains through small, and sometimes 
abandoned villages, before dropping down to a waterfall that ends in the sea. We spend the night in the coastal 
village of Cee. 

DAY 6 - THE END OF THE WORLD! 
Well, almost, as we drive towards Fisterra, the most western point in Europe, and from here head onto tracks 
around the cliffs as the Atlantic crashes against the rocks below. We emerge onto sand dunes and the beach for a bit 
of dune bashing before a late lunch at a restaurant we will never reveal the details of on our website! 

DAY 7 - PONTECESCO TO A CORUNA 
Having spent the night in Pontecesco we head out for a day of epic rock crawls interspersed with muddy tracks 
before we drive to A Coruna for our last evening in Spain. Our guides have confirmed that they have undertaken 
thorough research of the best tapas bars in the city, so you won't be disappointed! 

DAY 8 - HEADING HOME 
We take a leisurely drive back to Santander to catch the ferry. This is always a fun journey - we left the UK as a group 
of strangers but return as a real team with many friendships having been made along the way. Be prepared for lots 
of laughter as we revisit the highlights of the holiday over a few drinks! We arrive in the UK the following day in the 
evening. 



 

 

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD 
The accommodation is bed and breakfast – we usually use local restaurants for evening meals and either stop at a 
restaurant for lunch or call in at local shops to buy provisions for a picnic. We’ll tell you the plans each day. 

WEATHER AND CLOTHES 
With this trip being in February the weather can get chilly - it's not unusual for us to encounter snow so we'd advise 
being prepared for cold spells and winter weather.  This said, it is milder at the lower levels and towards the coast. 

- Warm winter woolies and wet weather gear 
- Sturdy waterproof footware 
- Waterproof coats 
- Hat, gloves and scarves  
- Cotton trousers rather than jeans, which can take a long time to dry out when wet 
- A pair of sturdy gloves may be useful for recovery or when working on your vehicle  

TERRAIN AND DRIVER ABILITY 
There is a variety of terrain from lowland trails to rocky tracks in the peaks along with forests, wet ground and a 
drive on the beach on the Atlantic coast! Galicia can be challenging at times but under our expert guidance, all 
abilities will be able to safely navigate any obstacles. 

For every Ardent Off Road Adventure there are two guides in the lead vehicle, who are on hand throughout your trip 
to provide everything from basic instruction to improving existing skills and recovering your vehicle. However, we do 
understand that some people may want to build their 4x4 driving confidence and skills prior to their holiday, which is 
why we also provide Adventure Ready Training at our track in Carlton Towers, Yorkshire. Please contact us for more 
information. 

VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 
Low-box, underbody protection and recovery points along with all terrain tyres. If you are unsure of anything, please 
contact us before booking.  

We advise you bring a European travel kit which includes a hi-vis jacket, breathalyser, first aid kit, warning triangle 
and head lamp converters.  

The tour guides will carry a first aid kit, recovery gear and tools. While not essential, we do advise having your 
vehicle serviced before the adventure. 

SAFETY 
We carry medical kits, our guides are all first-aid trained and we have emergency beacons to hasten location and 
evacuation in emergency situations. Lead vehicles have full recovery equipment which is tested before departure 
and we also carry a range of tools and spares. Our top priority is to keep both you and your vehicle safe at all times. 

MORE INFORMATION  
We will be in contact with you six weeks before your departure date with a full check-list of things you will need to 
prepare before your trip. You can of course contact us at any time if you have any questions. 



 

 

PRICE 
£2,700 per vehicle for this 8-night hotel-based adventure.  

Our next Galicia North adventure start date is 8 February 2020. 

INCLUDED 
- Accommodation and breakfast  
- Driver and one passenger 
- Ferry Portsmouth to Santander  
- Professional instructors in fully equipped lead vehicles 
- All paperwork, including border control documents 
- Expert route knowledge 

EXCLUDED 
- Lunch, dinner and snacks 
- Fuel 
- Motorway tolls 
- Vehicle insurance and recovery 

BOOKING 
If you would like to go ahead and book with us, please visit our website www.ardent-adventures.com to book 
online, or if you prefer to discuss any trip details or have any questions regarding your vehicle, please call us on 
01405 947001 or email us on ask@ardentoffroad.com  

Martin said: “Loved every minute of this trip, even when I got stuck! (I was quickly 
recovered by the Ardent team). We ate great local food that was incredible value 

for money.” 

OTHER ADVENTURE RECOMMENDATIONS 
We run a one-week Galicia South trip that has a more snowy element to it! We also offer a two-week adventure 
called Galicia Ultimate that combines our South and North trips.  

 

 

 


