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MOROCCO EAST OVERVIEW 
Explore the real Morocco and be blown away by incredible 
peaks, desert plains, Saharan dunes and vast open vistas! With a 
mix of wild and site camping we are free to get deep into the 
heart of Morocco. Camping on the Plateau de Rekkam under the 
stars or by an oasis in the Sahara is a life-changing experience.  

Our 4×4 Morocco East camping adventure is one of the most 
colourful, stunning and friendly trips that we run. If you've never 
visited this vibrant country before you will be left in awe of the 
vast landscapes and towering mountain ranges as well as the 
excellent off roading opportunities it has to offer!  

We take care of all bookings, including ferries and border 
controls so all you need to do is enjoy the drive and experience Morocco. We’re with you from the rendezvous point 
in Algeciras until we return to Spain but for those who prefer to travel from Portsmouth to Santander, we’ll be with 
you from the departing ferry until we return to British soil. At all times you will be under the guidance of our expert 
team who will ensure that, no matter what crops up, you and your vehicle will remain safe.  

Highlights of the trip include the famous blue town of Chefchaouen and the vast emptiness of the desert where we'll 
pass Bedouin camps and herds of camels trekking across the open plains. You'll also get to experience some fantastic 
sand dunes in Erg Chebbi and the oasis, and weather permitting we'll travel down the ‘Gorges du Todra’.  

You'll also get to spend time exploring the bustling city of Marrakech and visit the medina to pick up some souvenirs 
and simply experience the smells, sounds and sights of this fascinating place. We do recommend that you stay until 
dark and find a cosy spot in a roof top restaurant to watch the market transform into a nocturnal dream, with street 
performers and pop up restaurants filling the market with delicious food and authentic music.  

  



 

 

DAY BY DAY ITINERARY 
12 nights 

The starting point for this trip is Algeciras – some of our clients choose to make their own way to the rendezvous 
point, others like to travel with us from and back to the UK. If you choose to travel with us, we can organise the ferry 
from Portsmouth to Santander on your behalf. You will need to get to Portsmouth for the Friday evening ferry, 
which takes about 24 hours to reach Spain and then allow for a day's driving with us to reach Algeciras on the 
Sunday evening, at which point the tour itinerary starts. As the itinerary finishes in Spain, you'll need to factor in a 
half-day drive to reach the ferry, and the time for the return crossing back to Portsmouth. 

FERRY PORTSMOUTH TO SANTANDER 
We meet at Portsmouth for the evening ferry to Santander which is a great chance to spend the evening and the 
following day relaxing and getting to know each other and also avoids the long drive down through France.  

ARRIVAL IN SPAIN AND TRAVEL TO PALENCIA/VALLADOLID 
The ferry docks in Santander in the evening. After disembarking we travel towards Palencia or Valladolid, where we 
spend our first night camping. The distance we manage to travel on this day will depend on the time the ferry arrives 
which in turn dictates where we camp. 

DAY 1 - PALENCIA/VALLADOLID TO ALGECIRAS 
After crossing Spain with those who have chosen to travel with us, our next overnight stop is Algeciras where we will 
meet with those who have made their own way to join us. We camp at the foot of the Rock of Gibraltar, which is 
located near the port making it easy to catch the ferry to Tangiers in the morning. 

DAY 2 - ALGECIRAS TO CHEFCHAOUEN 
Today we spend the day travelling into Morocco! The setting for our camp overlooks Chefchaouen, the famous blue 
city. The city is located in the Rif Mountains on the borders of France, Morocco and Spain. We should arrive here 
mid-afternoon allowing you to explore the city. 

DAY 3 - CHEFCHAOUEN TO THE CEDAR FOREST 
We need to be on the road by about 10am as we head towards the Rif Mountains and then on to the Cedar Forest. 
This is the first night wild camping near Tahar Souk in the Cedar Forest. 

DAY 4 - CEDAR FOREST TO PLATEAU DE REKKAM 
We work our way to Guercif and fuel up, then begin our travels through the Plateau de Rekkam, the ‘empty quarter' 
of Morocco. Another night of wild camping but this time in the desert, a special experience as the wide-open space 
allows you to see for miles. 

DAY 5 - PLATEAU DE REKKAM TO BOUDNIB 
We set off through the ‘empty quarter’ where you will see herds of camels, travel through dried out river beds, past 
bedouin camps before heading to Ben Tajjite. From here we travel over the famous Col de Belkassem and arrive in 
Rekkham Boudnib where we camp in a french-owned campsite; with advanced notice we can contact the campsite 
and upgrade you to a bedouin tent (approximately £15). 



 

 

DAY 6 - BOUDNIB TO ERG CHEBBI 
Today you will experience proper sand dunes as we head down the border to Erg Chebbi. We drive through some 
stunning desert, river crossings, and stop for lunch in an Oasis. We spend the night right next to the sand dunes, 
where you will get the chance to upgrade to an auberge for the night if you want a break from camping! 

DAY 7 - ERG CHEBBI TO TINEHIR 
An opportunity to drive the sand dunes! We recommend a guide, which is an additional but relatively small cost, 
dictated by how many of the group want to go. After driving the dunes, we head to Tinehir at the head of the 
‘Gorges du Todra’ via Alnif and over the Jbel Ougnat range. We spend the evening at a campsite in Tinehir which is a 
major tourist attraction. 

DAY 8 - TINEHIR TO DADES/OUARZAZATE 
You will have the chance to drive the 'Gorges du Todra', a well-known attraction. Providing the pass is not flooded, 
we'll have an up to 8-hour drive along a 20-mile river bed. Camping will either be at the Dades or enroute towards 
Ouarzazate. Minus temperatures mean warm clothes including hats, scarves, coats and a good sleeping bag are 
essential. 

DAY 9 - DADES/OUARZAZATE TO OVERLANDING WORLD 
We'll explore the Tizi-n-Tichka pass and then drive into Marrakech to one of the centres of the Overlanding World, 
where you can relax and watch the overlanders or take a taxi to the Jemaa El Fna which comes alive at dusk. We 
spend two nights in Marrakech. 

DAY 10 - OVERLANDING WORLD AND MARRAKECH 
A day of rest and a chance to explore Marrakech after your journey across Morocco. There is much to see here and a 
chance to eat and shop well! 

DAY 11 - MARRAKECH TO VOLUBILIS 
We start to head north to Volubilis, a partially excavated roman city near to the city of Meknes. The city was the 
roman capital of Mauretania – we visit the ruins in the morning and spend the night at a nearby campsite. 

DAY 12 - VOLUBILIS TO SALAMANCA 
We leave Morocco and start our journey home through Spain, aiming to reach Salamanca where there is the option 
of either camping or a hotel. Salamanca is the jewel of Northern Spain and there is a chance to eat in the beautiful 
city centre and relax after a day of travelling. 

FERRY SANTANDER TO PORTSMOUTH 
For those catching the ferry back to the UK, we leave Salamanca at lunchtime, reaching Santander in time for the 
evening ferry to Portsmouth. The ferry arrives back in the UK at around 8.30pm the following day. For those 
travelling at their own pace, the journey through Spain takes you towards the French border north of Biarritz and 
from there towards Calais. 

  



 

 

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD 
This is a camping trip and we will be staying in a mixture of approved camp sites and we’ll also be enjoying some 
wild camping under the stars! There are possibilities at different points in the trip to stay in local auberges so you 
can have a proper shower and sleep on a nice comfy bed. 

There will be many opportunities to stop to sample the local food but we will also be buying provisions for picnic 
meals as well.  

WEATHER AND CLOTHES 
Can be variable as the desert is hot in the day but cold at night, so pack for all conditions - shorts for the day and 
something warm for the campfire at night. 

- Summer clothes 
- Warm clothes 
- Wet weather coats 
- Sturdy boots 
- Hat and gloves, especially for the evenings around the campfire 
- Cotton trousers rather than jeans, which can take a long time to dry out when wet 
- A pair of sturdy gloves may be useful for recovery or when working on your vehicle 

TERRAIN AND DRIVER ABILITY 
Intermediate difficulty but suitable for all driving abilities. A huge variety of terrain from tarmac to rough farm tracks 
and rock, desert and dune driving.  

For every Ardent Off Road Adventure there are two guides in the lead vehicle, who are on hand throughout your trip 
to provide everything from basic instruction to improving existing skills and recovering your vehicle. However, we do 
understand that some people may want to build their 4x4 driving confidence and skills prior to their holiday, which is 
why we also provide Adventure Ready Training at our track in Carlton Towers, Yorkshire. Please contact us for more 
information. 

VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 
Low-box, underbody protection and recovery points along with all terrain tyres plus an additional spare wheel or 
tyre and any spare parts which are specific to your 4x4. If you are unsure of anything, please contact us before 
booking.  

We advise you bring a European travel kit which includes a hi-vis jacket, breathalyser, first aid kit, warning triangle 
and head lamp converters.  

The tour guides will carry a first aid kit, recovery gear and tools. While not essential, we do advise having your 
vehicle serviced before the adventure. 

SAFETY 
We carry medical kits, our guides are all first-aid trained and we have emergency beacons to hasten location and 
evacuation in emergency situations. Lead vehicles have full recovery equipment which is tested before departure 
and we also carry a range of tools and spares. Our top priority is to keep both you and your vehicle safe at all times. 



 

 

MORE INFORMATION  
As soon as you have booked your adventure, we will be send additional information on how to prepare for your trip. 
We’ll then send you a reminder six weeks before your departure date with a full check-list. You can of course contact 
us at any time if you have any questions.  

PRICE 
£1,995 per vehicle for this 12-night camping adventure.  

Our next Morocco East adventure start dates are 26 Apr 2020, 4 Oct 2020. 

INCLUDED 
- Camping fees for Morocco and Spain 
- Driver and one passenger 
- Ferry from Algeciras to Tanger Med  
- Professional instructors in fully equipped lead vehicles 
- All paperwork, including border control documents 
- Expert route knowledge  

EXCLUDED 
- Ferry from Portsmouth to Santander - option to add 
- All meals and drinks 
- Fuel 
- Motorway tolls 
- Vehicle insurance and recovery 
- Sand dune guide 

BOOKING 
If you would like to go ahead and book with us, please visit our website www.ardent-adventures.com to book 
online, or if you prefer to discuss any trip details or have any questions regarding your vehicle, please call us on 
01405 947001 or email us on ask@ardentoffroad.com  

Robbert said: “The routes were amazing, the group was awesome and we camped 
in the best places! Our guide made sure we had a good time and that we and our 

vehicles remained safe. Can't wait to book the next trip!” 

OTHER ADVENTURE RECOMMENDATIONS 
We offer another two-week Morocco trip to the west of the country, where you’ll stay in the best possible 
accommodation, from luxury hotels to Bedouin tents and quaint auberges. All start dates for Morocco West are the 
same as for Morocco East; in addition, all ferry and accommodation costs are included in the price for Morocco 
West.  

New for 2020 you can join us on a journey into the unknown on our camping recce adventure to Tunisia, helping us 
scout out new and exciting routes! 


